
Course Description 
The purpose of 7th grade ELA is to equip 

students to engage in active, high-level 

learning.  

 

This year, our curriculum will be focused 

around the Hero’s Journey and 

examining how literature has morphed 

throughout time. If you elected to take a 

Pre-AP/GT course  you should expect 

enrichment and differentiation 

opportunities that may be different from 

the enrichment and differentiation 

opportunities from my other ELA classes. 

 

In this class we will 

Enhance writing 

skills through        
 Research  

 Grammar 

 Word Choice 

 Organization 

 

Analyze and discuss 

literature through 
 Literary elements 

 Text evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover new 

authors through 
 Novels 

 Short stories 

 Poetry  

 Independent 

reading 

Mrs.  
Jensen  

Kibbie.jensen@dsisdtx.us 

 

Supplies 
An important part of 

middle school is 

developing effective 

organizational strategies 

and habits. 

 

 The following tools are 

recommended to help 

keep you organized: 

  

Writing Journal 

 Something to write 

with 

Colored highlighters 

 Your Agenda 
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BE PREPARED 
 Come to class on time. This 

means being in your seat 

at the start time, focused 

and ready to learn. 

 
 Come to class with the 

necessary supplies. 

BE RESPECTFUL 
 Respect yourself and 

others. 

 

 Respect our class time and 

our materials. 

DO YOUR BEST 
 Be responsible for your 

learning; work hard and do 

your best.  

 

 Don’t be afraid to ask for 
help.  

 

“BOOKS ARE A UNIQUELY PORTABLE MAGIC.” 
– Stephen King 

Class Expectations 

Upon returning from an absence, students should 

check in during morning tutorials for missed work. 

Students have one day for each day absent to turn 

in makeup work. Assignments given to the students 

before an absence are due upon return to school. 

Athletes and all other school group participants 

(Band, Choir, Cheer, Theater etc.) are responsible 

for getting their work ahead of time if they miss class 
due to a scheduled event. 

Make up work for Absences 

Homework Policy 
Homework reinforces skills learned in class, provides 

an opportunity to complete long term assignments 

in small chunks, and allows students to complete 

work started at school or to prepare for an 

upcoming lesson. In addition, students will need to 

spend some time reading at home. Since reading 

and writing rates vary greatly among seventh 

graders, homework time is hard to predict. If 

students use their class time wisely, they should not 

need to spend an inordinate amount of time (on 

the average) each night on language arts 

activities. 

. 

 

 

SUMMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT (70%):  
 Summative grades show 

the result of learning and  

include tests,  projects, 

presentations, and final 

written assignments. 

FORMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT (30%):   
Formative grades show 

the process of learning 

and include daily work, 

practice quizzes, and the 

writing process 

YOU CAN EXPECT 
 3 summative grades 

each grading period 

and minimum of 5 

formatives each grading 

period. 
 

 

Grading 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

*Testing / 

Revision 

Academic 

Support 

Academic 

Support 

 

Academic 

Support 

 

Academic 

Support 

“You cannot open a book without learning 

something.”   -Confucius  

Tutorials Schedule 8:30-8:55 

It is important to me that you grow during the 

school year.  If you fail to reach mastery of a 
concept, corrections and retests will be available.  

In the grade book, mastery is represented by an 

80% or higher.   

 

Corrections and retake policy 

Essay revision Steps 

Test Correction steps 
For a test grade below an 80% 

 Meet with me during tutorials for a reteach 

 Schedule a day to retake your test within 2 weeks of 

the test date. 
 

All revisions and retakes are due by the last day of the 

grading period.  NO EXCEPTIONS 
 

As we read and study 

these novels, students 

are encouraged to bring 

their own copy so they 

may use them for 

annotation and note 

taking. 

 

ALL CLASSES 
• Dark Water Rising by 

Marian Hale      

• A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens      

• The Outsiders by S.E. 

Hinton 

• The Princess Bride by 

William Goldman 

 

PREAP:  
The Hobbit by J.R.R. 

Tolkien 

 

 

 

 
 

Novels 

*Because testing and writing conferences need to be done in a quiet 

environment, our rooms will be closed for all other purposes.  If you can’t make a 

Monday tutorial for testing or writing conferences any other day will work but 

you will not be guaranteed a quiet working environment. 

For an essay grade below an 80% 

 Meet with me during tutorials to discuss what needs 

to be worked on 

 Revise your writing using what you learned from our 

conference 

 Have at least 2 students and 2 adults read your 

revised essay 

 Submit your revisions with in 2 weeks of the original 

due date. 


